great part 01 nis time during tne last ii of his life.    We know that he travelled, r of expense and exhaustion, as quickly as and by the very shortest route, to meet Hanska;   but   this   once   accomplished, gather little more, and we long for a di, confidential correspondent.    In the first of his meeting at Neufchatel, he did ind< his heart to his sister, Madame Surville ; habitual discretion, and his care for the re of the woman he loved, soon imposed sile] him, and he   ceased to  comment  on t drama of his life.
The  great versatility   of  his   mind, power he possessed of throwing himself utmost keenness into many absolutely < and  incongruous enterprises  at   the sai add further to the difficulty of understand An extraordinary number of subjects  1 place in his  capacious brain, and the  e which   he  dismissed  one   and  took   up with   equal   zest  the   moment   after,   cz doings   to   seem   unnatural   to   us   of mind.      Ldion   Gozlan  gives   a   curious of this on the occasion of the first re the "Ressources de Quinola."
Balzac had recited his play in the gradame Hanska, and that Balzac's sense of honour would not allow him to breathe her name, except to his most intimate friends, and under the pledge of the strictest secrecy. His letters to her have allowed a flood of light to pour upon his hitherto veiled personality; but they are almost our only reliable source of information. Therefore, when they cease, because Balzac is with his lady- meets Wierzchownia party at Naples—Buys bric-a-brac for future home—Work neglected—Dispute with. Emile de Girardin—Balzac's un-happiness and suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
